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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

 

Hi all, 
 
There has been a great deal of work 
going into f ina lis ing the 2 010 
Tasmanian Infrastructure Report  
Card which will be publicly launched 
on 25 May. I have just recorded a lead 
up video in Canberra which will be 
launched onto the web once the graphics 
have been added (and the shine from my 
“chrome dome” has been dimmed to an 
acceptable level). As the 2010 version 
has a lot m ore ca tegor ies of 
infrastructure reviewed than in 2005, the 
final document is around twice as thick 
as the previous report, so again, thank 
you to all those who assisted with 
gathering information, reviewing the 
draft chapters, and providing the “case 

studies.” It is encouraging to see some 
recent government documents that 
closely ref lect the long standing 
E n g i n e e r s  A u s t r a l i a ’ s 
recommendations. It was also notable 
that the TCCI has been addressing the 
apparent imbalance between the 
proportion of our State budget spent 
on the public service (around 55 cents 
per dollar) on the one hand and the 
amount spent on infrastructure (around 
8 cents per dollar) in both their hard 
copy and electronic news. I will be 
saying more about our State 
infrastructure after the report release, 
and would encourage all members to 
bring the report to the attention of 
those who are likely to be making 
decisions on infrastructure funding, 
delivery, and maintenance.  All 
members are invited to attend the 
Launch, see page 5 for full details. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the 
Alan Burn Memorial Lectures to be 
given in both Launceston and Hobart 
on 12 and 13 May respectively, refer 
to page 3 for full details. By the time 
you read this, those who are attending 
t h e  CELM/ YE A En g in eer in g 
Leadership Conference in Brisbane 
will almost be making their way to this 
major conference in our Year of 
Engineering Leadership. It will be 
interesting to observe how attendees 
attempt to change their style when 
they return to their normal lives, and 
how this new knowledge will be 
shared throughout their organisations. 
 
Also later this year in Sydney the 
combined CECAR 5 / ASEC 2010 
Conference will be held – doesn’t the 
engineering team just love our 
acronyms? In plain English, this is the 
Civil Engineering Conference in the 
As ian Region 5 which is being run in 
conjunc t ion w ith the bienn ia l 
Australian Structural Engineering 
Conference 2010. This is a major 
honour for Australia to have been 

selected for this major international 
conference and it looks like being a 
huge success with over 300 abstracts 
being submitted. I was asked (along 
with all Civil College Board members) 
to submit an abstract, and now have to 
provide my first ever conference 
paper. I encourage all practit ioners in 
the civil and structural area to consider 
this event as a worthwhile career 
development opportunity. 
 
There are many CPD opportunities 
being offered as noted in the various 
editions of our newsletter throughout 
the year and in the email updates from 
Catherine, these range from full on 
two day short courses to the nominal 
1.5 hour site tours and technical 
meetings. Major road projects seem to 
be popular currently with a site tour of 
the Brighton Transport Hub and 
southern section of the Brighton 
Bypass having recently been held, 
while a tour of the Dilston Bypass 
project has been organised for 19 May 
(refer to page 14). Thanks to Gary 
Baird of John Holland / Hazell Bros. 
and Joe Luttrell of Shaw Contracting 
respectively for organis ing these 
informative events. 
 
To make things even easier to obtain 
formal training, the Divis ion is 
offering a $150.00 travel subsidy to 
our Northern & North West members 
to attend EEA short courses in Hobart 
–send a copy of your EEA course 
registration form to the Divis ion 
office.  
 
I would also remind members that 
webcasts of 136 CPD events are 
available at the bottom of the home 
page of the national website under 
videos, just click on the >webcasts: 
Online CPD link. 
 
One of the National President’s ideas 
for the year is to encourage public 
forums, hence in keeping with this we 
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CONGRATULATIONS/
WELCOME 

 

Members joining, rejoining 
 or upgrading 

UPGRADING MEMBER 

 

FELLOW  
 

Neil Bose, FIEAust CPEng 
 

MEMBERS 
 

Daniel Johnson, MIEAust 
Haydn Rogers, MIEAust 

 
GRADUATE  

 
John Cooper, GradIEAust 

 
 

STUDENTS 
(StudIEAust) 

 
Reza Akbarzadeh 

Samantha Bannister 
David Climie 

William Colvin 
Ngoc Do 
Ken How 

Timothy Jarman 
Amelia Johnstone 
Andrew Koolhof 
William Koolhof 
Kaitlin Langdon 
Quang Nguyen 

Will Owens 
George Parremore 
Dylan Vallance 

Sha Xu 

are looking at holding a public forum 
as part of Australian Engineering 
Week in early August. There will be 
more discussion on this in later issues. 
 

At the time of writing we have just 
passed the half way mark of the 
“Make it So” public competition with 
a huge number of ideas submitted and 
being evaluated. Without reviewing 
heaps of ideas, it was intriguing that 
two of the ideas I have seen involve 
aspects of road safety I commented on 
earlier in the year: a vehicle alcohol 
inter lock that couldn’t be fooled by 
swapping drivers; and a chip that 
detects you are speeding and limits 
your speed. It is encouraging that my 
latest check of our road toll shows it is 
less than half the level it was at the 
same time last year – lets all take a bit 
more care on the roads (because it can 
happen to you). 
 

As I have mentioned previously, EA is 
currently review ing the Code of 
Ethics, and is intent on having as wide 
a consultation process as is possible. 
For this reason it has been set up to 
allow all members to review the draft 
Code on the web site, rather than 
relying on the reviews of a limited 
number of volunteers sitting around 
the various Committee tables. The 
in it ia l draft has already been 
completely withdrawn due to the 
amount and quality of the feedback 
received over the web site. A new 
ve rs ion is  now available for 
comment. I encourage all members to 
review the document as it evolves into 
the final draft which is intended to be 
voted on by Congress in late July. 
 

A review of the Divis ion Regulations 
has also been undertaken with only 
minor changes to update the previous 
version. A review of the Royal 
Charter and By-Laws is well 
underway, with Congress to review in 
July, then if approved, being put to 
members in a formal ballot process.  
Please refer to page  4  for more 
details.  This is a major exercise for 
EA to undertake and is a time 
consuming and costly process, so if it 
gets to the ballot stage, we should 
ensure that we all consider the changes 
and vote accordingly. 
 
Grant Atherton, FIEAust CPEng 

President’s Report cont …. 

 

DANIEL JOHNSON, 
MIEAust 

 
Daniel Johnson completed a Bachelor 
Degree with Honours in Civil 
Engineering from the University of 
Tasmania in 2006.  During his 
undergrad uat e s tudies Danie l 
completed vocational employment 
within various departments at the 
Launceston City Council as a part of a 
civil engineering cadetship program 
and also completed vocational 
employment with Pitt & Sherry. Prior 
to his vocational employment with Pitt 
& Sherry, Daniel received the Pitt & 
S herry  T asm an ia  Un iv ers it y 
Scholarship in Engineering for 2006. 
 
Upon completing his degree, Daniel 
commenced work as a Projec t 
Engineer with Pitt & Sherry in the 
Launceston office, which remains as 
his current place of employment. 
During his time at Pitt & Sherry, 
Daniel has focused on the design and 
construction of structural engineering 
projects, particularly industrial design 
and inspection. Projects within this 
area have generally involved building 
and structure modifications, condition 
inspections and assessments, and 
heavy industrial slab and footing 
designs. Some of the major projects 
within these areas that Daniel has been 
involved in include Savage River Pit 
Maintenance Facility, Rio Tinto 
Alumina Bulk Store Investigation, 
Structural Condition Assessment of 
Rio Tinto’s Bell Bay site and Gunns 
Bell Bay Pulp Mill Preliminary 
Design. 
 
Daniel has also gained comprehensive 
know ledge in the des ign and 
inspection of overhead gantry cranes, 
monorails and lifting devices. The 
most recent project that Daniel has 

completed within this field of expertise 
was the role of the Structural Design 
Engineer for an assessment of an existing 
10t cableway spanning 366m across the 
Burrinjuck Dam in NSW. 
 
Although Daniel has focused on industrial 
design and construction, he has also 
gained broad knowledge of residential and 
commercial building and design. These 
projects include School Designs within 
the Building Education Revolution 
Program, various Boags Brewery projects 
and a number of minor residential design 
and investigation projects.�
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The President  

 

Grant Atherton FIEAust CPEng 
 

invites you to attend the  
 

2010 ALAN BURN MEMORIAL LECTURE 
 

Emeritus Professor  
ROD TROUTBECK, FIEAust CPEng   

 
Rod Troutbeck was the Head of Civ il Engineering at Queensland University of Technology from 1994 
to 2004. After wh ich he established a consultancy, Troutbeck & Associates and has remained connected 
to QUT through the Centre for Accident Research and Road Safety- Queensland (CARRS-Q). 

 
Prior to joining QUT, Rod was a Principal Research Scientist at the Australian Road Research Board.  In his 15 years at ARRB, he 
established the effectiveness of safety barriers and warrants for their use, the effect of longer vehicles in the traffic stream on 
drivers’ overtaking behaviour, the performance of roundabouts and innovative video data collection techniques. This research still 
has national and international recognition to this day.  The current Austroads guides still incorporate his research at the Australian 
Road Research Board. 
 
At QUT, Rod researched the performance of freeways and arterial roads, crash testing of safety barriers, the effect of drivers’ 
vision on driving performance, the results of oversaturation on traffic movements and the impact of heavy vehicles in urban traffic 
streams.  Rod guided a number of students through their post-graduate degrees. 
 
Rod has been a researcher in US Nat ional Cooperative Highway Research Program and US Federal Highway Admin istration 
projects.  Rod has been a member of several Transportation Research Board committees including the Highway Capacity and 
Quality of Service and Roadside Design Committees. He has also chaired the Standard Australia’s committee on road safety 
barrier systems and risk management in motor sport. 

 

“FUTURE CHALLENGES IN TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND SAFETY” 
 

The transport system will be subjected to considerable change over the coming decade.  There will be a much greater reliance on 
the operation of the system and providing users with an appropriate quality of service.  There will be fewer opportunities to widen 
roads or to build new freeways to increase capacity for free flowing conditions.  A recent trend is to concentrate on reliability  of 
service rather than lower travel times through higher road capacities. Engineers must put more emphasis on increasing the 
understanding of the relationships between a reliable transport system and an environmentally sustainable one. 
 
For an acceptable road system for users, it must be safe as well as provide mobility.  This is taken for granted but in light of recent 
events in Australia, the work p lace must also be safe.  As the road system is adapted, there will be increased road reconstruction 
adjacent to traffic.  Engineers are responsible for the provision of both a safe environment for road users and construction 
personnel.  These are vital concerns to the community and road authorities that need greater and immediate attention. 
 
Rod will present recent research on system reliability and road safety. He will also discuss aspects of road engineering that at 
times look a little strange. 
 
 

LAUNCESTON      HOBART 
 

DATE:  Wednes day, 12 May 2010    Thursday, 13 May 2010 
 
TIME:  5.30 for 6.00pm      5.30 for 6.00pm 
  Finger Food provided     Light refreshments provided  
 
PLACE:  Tamar Yacht Club     Centenary Lecture Theatre 
   Park Street, Launceston     University of Tas mania, Sandy Bay 
 
RSVP: Catherine  6234 2228      Catherine  6234 2228 
  creading@engineersaustralia.org.au   creading@engineersaustralia.org.au 
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As the Tasmania Division Congress members, we have received the first draft of the 
revised  Royal Charter and By-Laws prepared by a Congress Steering Committee in 
liaison with Barrister, Tony Lang, in accordance with the directive set by Congress. 
 
The draft By-Laws and Royal Charter are about providing robust and contemporary 
documents that ensure equity for our members and which comply with legislative 
obligations. This initiative of Congress will result in modern governing documents that 
accurately reflect the aspirations of our institution. The only substantial policy change 
being proposed is to provide ballot voting rights to "those members in the grade of 
honorary fellow, fellow, member and graduate". In essence, it gives voting rights to those 
who pay subscriptions or those whose fees have been waived through over 40 years of 
service or by honorary recognition. Other changes are driven by a need for contemporary 
governance practices that meet legislative obligations and tax status requirements. 
 
We have arranged for a copy of the draft documents to be available on the Division 
website under “Resources” and would appreciate receiving your comments.  Please 
email them to tascongressreps@engineersaustralia.org.au by Monday, 10 May 2010. 
 
These comments will then be provided to the Steering Committee which work with the 
comments to re-brief and refine the drafts. A final draft will then be prepared and issued to 
Congress members in early June to provide 7 - 8 weeks of consultation with members 
prior to the scheduled Congress meeting on the 28 July 2010. 
 
At this meeting Congress will discuss the draft By-Laws and Royal Charter with the 
intention of Congress formally considering whether or not to take the matter to the entire 
membership via ballot. 
 
If a motion is passed, a ballot will be held in the later part of 2010 with results being 
announced around the scheduled November 2010 Congress meeting.  
 
There will be a period of extensive communication with the broader membership prior to 
the ballot taking place. 
 
 
 
Grant Atherton, FIEAust CPEng & Mike Green, FIEAust  CPEng, EngExec 
Tasmania Division Congress Members 
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(Incorporating the 2010 Fellow’s Luncheon) 
 

 

Tuesday,  25 May 2010 
 

12.15 for 12.30pm 
 

Hobart Function Centre 
One Elizabeth Street Pier,  Hobart 

 

$50.00  
(for a two course lunch)  

 

How Does Tasmania’s  
Roads, Water, Electricity, Gas, Airports, Ports & Telecommunications 

 Infrastructure Rate ? 
 
The adequacy of our state’s infrastructure is directly related to the quality of life for all Tasmanians now and for the 
future. 
 
It underpins the delivery of essential services, drives economic growth, supports social needs and is crucial to the 
economic performance and development of our State. 
 
In 2005, Engineers Australia took the initiative to raise community awareness of the importance of infrastructure, and 
to encourage governments and the private sector to work collectively for infrastructure provision and management. 
 
That initiative delivered the first Tasmanian Infrastructure Report Card. 
 
The report provided the well overdue strategic overview of various infrastructure sectors and an independent 
assessment of the fitness for purpose of Tasmania’s key infrastructure. 
 
A disturbing outcome of the 2005 report was that much Tasmania’s infrastructure required critical changes to be fit for 
current and future demands. 
 
The report put the complex issues of infrastructure well on the agenda of government, industry and the media, and 
generated much community discussion about the priorities, purpose and quality of infrastructure in Tasmania. 
 
Five years on it is timely that we review progress on the adequacy of Tasmania’s infrastructure and, in the 2010 report, 
we have expanded the number of areas of our infrastructure for scrutiny, to include roads, rail, water issues, electricity, 
gas, airports, ports and telecommunications. 

 
 

The event will include a panel discussion on Tasmania’s Infrastructure. 
 

The Report will be available at the event and   
all attending will receive an Executive Summary 

 
RSVP:     Tuesday, 18 May 2010 to Catherine on 6234 2228 or  
        creading@engineersaustralia.org.au 
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TYRONE BLYTH, MIEAust 
Mott Macdonald UK 

Water and Environment Division 
 
Ordinary is not a word you would use to describe the 
career to date of Tasmanian engineer Tyrone Blyth.  A 
civil engineer, specialising in hydraulics and water 
resource management, he divides his time between his 
current home in the idyllic confines of Cambridge, UK 
and inputs on projects throughout the developing world.  
Commuting to work on a Forward Operating Base in 
Afghanistan’s Helmand Province aboard military 
Chinook helicopters, mediating armed tribal disputes 
over water in Yemen, and undertaking river survey and 
inspections by jet-boat in New Zealand, are among some 
of his more memorable career experiences. 
 

Tyrone graduated from the University of Tasmania in 
2002.  Following graduation he worked for Pitt and 
Sherry Consulting Engineers on the North West Coast of 
Tasmania.  His work here included a 6 months stint 
onsite at Hydro Tasmania’s Forth River Hydro Scheme 
assisting Hazel Bros implement a safety upgrade to the 
three dams of the scheme.  In 2003, he moved to New 
Zealand’s South Island to combine his work with his love 
of rivers, taking on the role of River Engineer for the 
Otago Regional Council. 
 
Tyrone relocated to the UK in 2005 following extensive 
travels throughout South America and the Tibetan 
Himalaya.  In the UK he found employment with Mott 
Macdonald, a large UK based multi-national and multi-
disciplinary engineering consultancy in their Water and 
Environment Division.  Since, he has travelled 
extensively with the firm, undertaking short and long 
tours abroad in Afghanistan, Cyprus, Egypt, Ireland, 
Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Yemen.   

The nature of his projects have been as varied as their 
location, ranging in scope from construction supervision of 
small irrigation schemes, to design work for some of the 
world’s largest dams. 

 
 
 

Most recently, Tyrone undertook an assignment for the 
UK Foreign Commonwealth Office in Afghanistan - 
carrying out a scoping assignment to provide an adequate 
basis for a full river basin study of the Helmand River.  
The Helmand River Basin is an endorheic or closed basin 
which drains a catchment of 262,000 km2 of some of the 
most hostile territory on earth.  The basin - who’s name 
means ‘abundant water’ in classical Persian - is home to a 
population of over six million whose agrarian-based 
livelihoods are dependent on the waters of the Helmand 
River and its tributaries.  In the 1950’s a number of large 
dams and extensive irrigation schemes were developed on 
the comprehensive development model of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority.  The Helmand Argahandab Valley 
Authority  (HAVA) was developed as the management 
institution.  The capacity of HAVA and its infrastructure 
to regulate and distribute water effectively in the basin has 
been greatly impaired during 30 years of continued 
hostility in the region.  Water availability is further 
compounded by a growing demand for hydropower and a 
trans-boundary agreement with Iran to supply water to 
maintain the RAMSAR recognised Sistan Wetlands.  
Tyrone’s work formed the basis for the full study which 
will result in the development and implementation of the 
Helmand River Basin Master Plan.   
 
Tyrone is currently on leave from his normal duties, 
assisting climate scientists with a scientific research in 
Antarctica and on Macquarie Island.   
 
He is interested in hearing from fellow graduates and past 
c o l le a g ue s  a n d c a n be  c on ta c te d a t 
tyroneblyth@yahoo.com 

This is the way you travel to work in Afghanistan, 
 aboard military Chinook helicopters !!! 

In Yemen, with some of the friendly locals 
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Tasmanian company, 

pitt&sherry, wins 
prestigious national 2010 

BRW Client Choice Award 
 
 
 
 

Tasmanian-based, national consulting engineering company, 
pitt&sherry, has won the prestigious BRW Client Choice Award for 
the best consulting engineering firm with revenues under $50m. Mr 
Sean Aylmer, Ed itor in Chief, of BRW Magazine, presented the 
award to a delighted Mr John Pitt, Managing Director of 
pitt&sherry, at the presentation awards dinner in Sydney on 17 
March, 2010. The company was the only Tas manian business to be 
considered as a finalist for the prestigious, national annual awards. 
 
pitt&sherry was also nominated as one of only three finalists for 
the Exceptional Serv ice Award – a national award presented to just 
one company in Australia, regardless of size or their particu lar area 
of professional expertise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In recent media informat ion about the Client Choice Awards, BRW 
stated that each year Beaton Consulting undertakes the largest 
study of clients of professional services firms in the world; asking 
buyers of professional services to rate the performance of firms  
across a broad range of attributes such as value for money, service, 
and innovation over the past year. The most highly rated firms  
emerge as finalists in the BRW Client Choice Awards. 
 
Speaking about the nomination, Mr John Pitt said that winning a 
BRW Client Choice Award was a milestone achievement for 
pitt&sherry, and a fitting reward for the effo rts of nearly 200 staff 
across Australia. 
 

“pitt&sherry recognise the importance of meeting or 
exceeding the expectations of our clients. We continually 
strive to implement innovative solutions based on the firm’s 
philosophy of sustainable thinking,” Mr Pitt said. 
 
“We regularly ask; are our designs better and cost-effective to 
build; can we deliver on time; can pitt&sherry add value to 
the project; have we understood and addressed our clients’ 
needs; and, do we have the resources and appropriate 
expertise,” he added. 
 
“These questions also serve as benchmarks for best practice 
in our profession; and offer the opportunity to implement a 
high degree of sustainable thought leadership on every 
project we undertake. 
 
Mr Pitt said that as a consulting business, pitt&sherry’s 
success relies heavily on building strong client-staff 
relationship, governed by a mission to provide the best value 
to their clients. 
 
“Through listening to, and understanding the needs of our 
clients, staff, and shareholders, pitt&sherry has developed a 
strong vision that promotes values of integrity, performance, 
creativity, and professional relationships that we believe 
resonate with similar values of our clients,” Mr Pitt said. 

 

“pitt&sherry was ultimately successful in winning the BRW 
Client Choice Award accolade, against strong representations 
by other companies who were also considered for the award, 
because of our staff and vision. 

 

“Winning the BRW Client Choice Award has endorsed our 
strategy of managing the business in an ethical and client-
focused manner. p itt&sherry’s philosophy of thought 
leadership and sustainable thinking is something we will 
continue to develop to better meet  the needs of our existing 
and future clients,” Mr Pitt  
said. 

(l-r) Sean Aylmer, Editor in Chief, BRW Magazine presenting the 
award to John Pitt, Managing Director pitt&sherry with George 

Beaton, Executive Chairman Beaton Research & Consulting 

(l - r )  G eo rg e  Be a ton , 
Executive Chairman Beaton 
Research & Consulting with 
John Pitt, Managing Director 
pitt&sherry.  Beaton conduct 
the client survey for the 
awards that includes some 
25,000 clients of Australian 
consulting firms. 
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YOUNG ENGINEERS 

Sandra Thaow, MIEAust 
Chair,  

Young Engineers Tasmania 

Another month and another ET newsletter – it feels like I 
only submitted the last article a week ago, not a month 
ago. I have been assured that time has not sped up and that 
it’s just my perception of it but I feel as if weeks are 
absolutely rushing by and it appears that I am not alone in 
this feeling. 
 
It is important to remember during times like this not to 
neglect the important things that help to keep us sane and 
encourage us to grow as people (family, hobbies, catching 
up with friends etc.) due to the urgency of other tasks that 
we may have (deadlines, appointments, chores). This is 
also the moral of another story that everybody knows 
about – professional development. 

 
 
Rowan Crosbie-Goold, EA’s Vic/Tas 
Industry Manager, visited the north and 
south of the State during April. He spoke 
to a number of PDP companies as well as 
holding two evening workshops that were 
open to all members of Engineers 
Australia. 
 

I cannot comment for the northern session but I attended 
the southern session and found Rowan to be an 
entertaining and well spoken presenter. He covered a 
variety of topics ranging from aid work with RedR and 
Engineers Without Borders (EWB) to recommending 
techniques for writing Career Episode Reports (CERs). 
 
For those interested in participating in aid work, RedR is a 
‘not for profit’ organisation which trains people interested 
in providing emergency assistance after major disasters 
such as the Haiti earthquake not so long ago. EWB are 
more focused on providing assistance to disadvantaged 
communities, overseas and locally, through sustainable 
engineering projects such as access to drinking water, 
energy and training. 
 
If you would like more information on either of these 
orga nisa t ions please chec k the ir we bs ites : 
www.redr.org.au and www.ewb.org.au Rowan also 
mentioned that EWB are keen to re-activate their 
Tasmanian Chapter.  

If anybody is interested in participating in this worthy 
cause, please contact Todd Houstein at:     
t.houstein@ewb.org.au 
 
Rowan described Chartered Status as a structured 
development path for those engineers who chose to 
undertake it and as a method for young engineers to 
build the confidence and trust in their colleagues and 
associates regarding their abilities. He talked about 
the importance of professional development and how 
it quite often gets put off because it isn’t urgent. 
 
Other benefits of Chartered Status are the 
international recognition of the competency in other 
countries and a demonstration of the individual’s 
commitment to excellence and ethics and maintaining 
their currency of knowledge. 
 
Rowan described engineers who attained Chartered 
Status as assets to their employers, displaying 
initiative, dedication and determination to complete a 
qualification that is encouraged (important) but not 
currently mandated (urgent) within the industry. 
 
Something that may change this in the future is the 
potential for an Engineering Act in each State that 
will require all practicing engineers to either have or 
be under the supervision of an engineer who: 
 
1. Is registered with the National Professional 

Engineers Register; or 
2. Is a Chartered Professional Engineer; or 
3. Holds another qualification and has appropriate 

experience in the professional area. 
 
Watch this space… 
 
Rowan also talked about the Chartered Status 
framework and what is required to achieve the status. 
He recommended an approach for the young 
engineers at the workshop to undertake their CERs 
and then facilitated the critical analysis of a few 
sample CERs and covered some examples of 
common mistakes/issues that are made. 
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At the conclusion of the evening, Rowan 
agreed to arrange for an assessor to come to the 
State in June/July and provide live feedback to 
anybody whom wishes to submit a CER 
between now and then. Further discussion 
needs to be undertaken as to an exact date of 
the visit but if anybody is interested in 
receiving live feedback on their CER, notify 
Rowan via email when their CER is mailed at:  

rcrosbie-goold@engineersaustralia.org.au 
 
I would like to thank those who took the time 
out of their evening to attend the workshops 
and a special thank you to Aaron Brimfield for 
attending the northern workshop and speaking 
about his experience in attaining Chartered 
Status and the benefits that he has gained from 
it. 
 
Now onwards to the future! Our northern 
contingent (Rodney) has been hard at work, 
liaising with the many engineering and 
professional groups to organise events for our 
north and north west members. YEAT will be 
co-ordinating an evening event in the not to 
distant future with our northern and north west 
colleagues to celebrate the ‘Year of 
Engineering Leadership’. 
 
As mentioned earlier, we will have the pleasure 
of the Victorian and Tasmanian National CER 
Assessor attending the State within the next 
few months, and discussions with EA’s 
National Careers Manager are underway. Keep 
an eye out for more detail about these events. 
 
Next month’s article should provide some 
interesting reading (more than usual) with a 
number of the Young Engineers Committee in 
attendance at the CELM/YEA Leadership 
Conference. 
 
If you are interested in joining the 
Committee, please email us at the yeatas 
email at the bottom or come along to our 
monthly meetings at 5:40pm on the last 
Tuesday of every month at the Royal 
Engineers Building. 
 
 
 
Sandra Thaow, MIEAust 
Chair YEAT 
yeatas@engineersaustralia.org.au 

 
ANDREW 
MURRAY, 

MIEAust CPEng 
 
 
 

Tasmania Division’s  
Structural College Representative 

 
Andrew is a Senior Engineer with GHD’s Hobart office and manages 
the Structures Group.   
 

He has nine years experience in civ il and structural engineering and 
has recently completed a Masters in Applied  Finance at Macquarie 
University.   
 
He has design, construction support and project and construction 
management experience in transport, dam and mining infrastructure 
projects.  He has worked in NSW, Victoria, Northern Territory and 
Tasmania and has international experience in London, UK. 
 
Some of Andrew’s recent experience include: 

 

· Brighton Bypass (Northern Section) –  Design Manager (Structures) 
responsible for the concept development and detailed design of 11 

bridges on the project.  The project is currently in the design stage 

and design works are due to be completed in April 2010; 

· Bridgewater Bridge Upgrade – Project Manager and Structural 

Design Manager for the detailed design of the $11m Bridgewater 
Bridge Upgrade.  Works include structural, mechanical and 

electrical upgrade to the existing lifting-span bridge.  Also 

responsible for preparation of DIER contract documentation and 

tender assessment; 

· Pacific Highway Upgrade (Karuah to Bulahdelah Stage 1) –  
Designer’s representative on-site and provided design support 

during the construction phase for the Pacific Highway (Karuah to 

Bulahdelah, Stage 1) works.  The 11km of road and 6 bridges were 

completed in December 2006.  A$200m. 

· Southport Jetty Design – Structural designer and Superintendent for 
the 135m long jetty and wharf structure at Southport, TAS, for 

Marine and Safety Tasmania.  Design included poly-coated steel 

piles, precast RC headstocks with standard and prestressed RC deck 
panels.  Concept and detailed design was undertaken as well as 

preparation of contract documentation, tender assessment, 

construction surveillance and contract administration. 

· Leven River Bridge Replacement – Project Manager and Lead 

Structural Designer for the concept design of the rep lacement 
bridge over the Leven River, Ulverstone TAS.  Responsible for the 

concept design of the 5-span super-T bridge, preparation of contract 

documentation and tender assessment work. 



Engineering Tasmania                 May 2010           Page 10 

 

 

Nyssa Muir, GradIEAust 

Events 
 

Strategy Course for Women 
 
Although Hobart isn’t special enough (or populous enough really ) 
to get its own session of ‘Break-through Strategies for Women’.  
The nearest one in Melbourne is being held on the 21 June 2010. 
 
So, get your training applications into your manager now if you’re 
keen on; 
 
· Personal visioning and discovery into your impact as a leader; 
· Pinpointing your strengths & weaknesses; 
· Effective communication; 
· Determining ways of being the best you can be in all aspects 

of your life, and; 
· Insight into the engineering working cultures. 

 
Plus, it is in Melbourne, wh ich could work nicely with networking, 
footy, shopping and drinking copious amounts of good coffee… 
 
 Date:   Monday, 21 June 2010 
 Cost:   $660. 
 More info:  http://www.eeaust.com.au/ 
 
 

4th Annual Women’s Leadership Symposium 
 

 
 
There are heaps of good reasons for liv ing in Tassie and now 
there’s another one.  The lovely  people from Women &  Leadership 
Australia have given Tasmanian’s a special discount rate.  This is 
to offset the travel costs in attending the Symposium reducing the 
registration fee from $2295 to $895 per person. 
 
The Symposium provides an opportunity to engage with new ideas, 
tap into different perspectives and refocus on the next  important 
step in your own leadership journey. Over 60 of Australia s highest 
achieving and inspirational women will be addressing Symposium 
attendees. 
 
 Date:   26 & 27 Ju ly 2010 
 Venue:   The RACV club, Melbourne 
 Cost:   $895 
 More info:  http://www.wla.com.au/ 
 

News 
 

Encouraging the Future Engineers 
 

 
 
There has been a lot of work lately to foster interest in school 
children into studying engineering.  Or to at least educate 
kids as to what engineers actually do (i.e. NOT drive train  
engines).  Programmes such as the EA ‘Make It So’ 
campaign and the recent and ongoing work of the schools 
visitation programme by WIE aim to  teach kids that 
engineering is a pretty cool profession for a variety of 
reasons. 
 
Guest speakers from the Science Teachers Association of 
Tasmania attended the April Division Committee meeting 
recently to discuss the Tasmanian Science Talent Search for 
this year and how EA can help. 
 
Our WIE Committee member, Meredith McQueen has been 
working tirelessly (on top of her fu ll time job) to organise 
and facilitate school visits around Tasmania. 
 
If you have an interest in speaking to your own old school 
about engineering, please contact us at wietas@gmail.com 
 
It is widely known that there is an insuffic ient supply of 
engineers in Australia and encouraging children at the school 
level is a good method of generating interest through to 
University enrolments. 
 

Reflection 
 

Who was the first Woman In Engineering? 
 
OMG - I love the internet!   Any niggling question I have I 
can Google it (now a registered verb) and it  comes back with  
a hundred answers (and many more questions).  Recently I 
was wondering who the first woman engineer was. 
 
Sure, I was one of five girls in  my last year of Electrical 
Engineering, but I was (A) not breaking social norms, and 
(B) I had the support of my family and academic 
organisations.   
 

WOMEN IN ENGINEERING 

Women in Engineering, Tasmania 
 

Attract.  Support.  Develop.  Celebrate. 
 

Our mission is to increase the participation of women in the engineering 
profession and allow our member’s aspirations to flourish. 
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WIE Committee Members:  
 
 

Amanda Halley, Vanessa King, Meredith McQueen, 
Fiona Evershed, Erin Driscoll, Cassandra Blazely, Nyssa 
Muir and Amanda Larsen   
 
Email: wietas@gmail.com 

WIE Tasmania is  
sponsored by GHD 

Studying engineering ‘back in the day’ (late 1800s, early 
1900)s must have been very daunting when all the education a 
girl was required to know was how to care for her husband.  
 
The University of Melbourne was the first Australian 
University to admit women in 1874, followed by Sydney & 
Adelaide Universities in 1881. 
 
Although difficult  to pin-point who was the first lady to 
graduate as an engineer or work as an engineer, here is a list of 
women who I found to be pioneers and very inspiring. 

 
 
Elsie McGill – Canadian aeronautical 
engineer who, from the 1930s, worked to 
design aircraft.  Also known as ‘Queen of 
the Hurricanes’ (most awesome t itle ever!) 
due to the successful mass production of 
fighter aircraft bearing that name. 
 
 

Elizabeth Bragg –  She received her Civ il Engineering degree 
in 1879 from the University of Califo rnia, Berkeley, USA.  
She was the first American woman recorded to receive an 
engineering degree. 
 
Vi McKenzie (1891-1982) - The first Australian woman to 
graduate in electrical engineering in 1923, she was also the 
first woman to be granted an amateur radio operator’s license 
and the first female member of the Wireless Institute. 
 
In 1966 the first two women to graduate from the University 
of Tasmania with electrical engineering degrees were 
Koesmarihati Koesnowarso and Trismiati Harsono, both 
from Indonesia.   

 
 
 
Ms Koesnowarso (pictured left) was 
awarded an Honorary Doctorate of 
Engineering by the University of 
Tasmania in December last year.  
 
 
 

 
Do you know any other pioneering WIE’s?  Let me know! 
Email me! wietas@gmail.com 
 
Nyssa Muir, GradIEAust 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you got something to say?     
Have you got something to show? 

 
The School of Engineering at  UTas is actively seeking 
engineering professionals to return to Uni and give presentations 
on their work experience and to offer career path advice to 
students.  If you have something to say or show, we would love to 
hear from you. 
 
For the last 3 years first year engineering students have been 
exposed to practicing engineers in the Civil, Mechanical and 
Electrical specialt ies in scheduled lecture slots.  These 
presentations aim to give an insight into how an engineer actually 
spends their time.  The presentations have come from recent 
graduates to senior managers and encompassed design to 
construction branches.  In  addition site visits have been conducted 
to a range of facilities to demonstrate the scale of engineering 
works, in particular, the Gordon Dam and Power Station, the 
Boyer Paper Mill and the Creek Road Switchyard.  The School is 
keen to acknowledge presentations from recent graduates working 
at Norske Skog, Hydro Tasmania, Transend Networks, GHD, and 
Hazell Bros. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First year students sat spellbound in a recent presentation from a 
graduate of only 2 years who detailed the level of responsibility 
and breadth of experience this young engineer had been exposed 
to in only 2 years.  Clearly the students relate well to recent 
graduates and are keen to picture themselves as: ‘That could be 
me in 5 years’.  Whether we are relatively raw or ext remely  
experienced we can all think back on our university days and 
recognise the huge impact that hearing from ‘real’ engineers can 
have.  The School of Eng ineering, together with Engineers 
Australia’s Young Engineers and Women in Engineering groups 
encourages both young and old to consider sharing their 
experiences with your local engineering students.  Of course the 
benefit is not just to the engineering students, the incredibly  
valuable communication and presentation skills developed should 
be seen as positive outcomes for the presenters as well. 
 
C o n t ac t  P r o f  C h r is  Le t c h fo r d ,  a t 
chris.letchford@utas.edu.au to assist with this program. 

First  year students enjoying a site visit 
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ELECTRICAL BRANCH 
MEETING 

 
DATE: Tuesday, 18 May 2010� 
 
TIME:  5.30 for 6.00pm 
 
PLACE:  Royal Engineers Building 

2 Davey Street, Hobart 
    
 

Andrew Hill 
Specialist Electrical Engineer (Power) 

Hydro Tasmania Consulting 
 

“Case Studies into High 
Voltage Earthing” 

 
Presentation of critical infrastructure, regarding high 
voltage earthing, maintenance, design and interaction. 
Three case studies involving design, maintenance and 
interaction across assets. 
 
Andrew Hill is the Specialist Earthing Engineer with 
Hydro Tasmania, managing earthing design, testing 
and audits as well as EMF studies, transient analysis 
and lightning systems. 
 
He has over 25 years experience in the industry, 
joining Hydro Tasmania Consulting in the HV testing 
group, after a short time with HV testing, and the 
protection and secondary test team he joined the 
earthing team in the Primary Electrical Design under 
the Power Engineering Group of Hydro. He is an 
active member of the ENA Earthing working group 
working on the Power System Earthing Guide EG(0) 
implementing risk based design, and regularly 
provides advice to inspectors and regulatory bodies as 
well as generation, transmission and distribution 
organizations throughout Australia. He also provides 
guest lectures to the University of Tasmania and is 
regularly requested to provide seminars on the subject 
high voltage earthing. 

 
RSVP:      Catherine Reading 6234 2228 or 
      creading@engineersaustralia.org.au  
 
 

THIS MEETING WARRANTS  
1.5HRS CPD 

HERITAGE MEETING 
 
DATE: Thursday, 24 June 2010 
 

TIME :  7.30pm   
 

PLACE:  Royal Engineers Building 
 2 Davey Street, Hobart 

 

“CALLINGTON MILL 
– RESTORATION OF 
1837 FLOUR MILL AS 
A FULLY WORKING 

OPERATION ” 
 
The Callington Mill at Oatlands was built 
in 1837 by entrepreneur John Vincent.  It 
is a Lincolnshire style mill representing 
the peak of wind powered industrial 
technology immediate prior to the steam 
period. 

 
Within 10 years of its opening, wind power was augmented with a 
steam driven operation. 
 
Suffering from the Tasmanian economic cycles, drought and the 
introduction of efficient transport, the mill was by the turn of the 20th 
century operating as a blacksmith shop. 
 
Standing atop the ridge, clearly visible from the highway and within 
an intact early 19th century light industrial site, the mill has been at 
times ignored, used as a play site for local children, but over the past 
25 years the community has focused on the restoration of the mill. 
 
The mill will commence grinding grain again in July 2010, supplying 
high quality, stone ground flours for the market.  It is the only 
example of this technology operating within Australia. 
 
The working mill will become the centre piece of a revitalised visitor 
services sector within Oatlands.  It is an example of how the 
restoration and re-use of heritage technology in a manner that meets 
the market can be used as a catalyst for broader community 
development. 

 
MARTIN FARLEY  of “creating Preferred Futures” has 
been principal consultant and project manager on the project since he 
prepared the initial feasibility study in 2006.  He was engaged 
through the proof of concept and investment attraction phases and 
now is project managing the reconstruction and development and 
implementation of the operations and tourism business model. 
 

NEIL MEDCALF  of “Traditional Millwrights” was 
contracted to manufacture, supply, install and commission the plant 
and machinery to restore the mill to working order.  Based on a visit 
to the mill in 2008, Neil returned to the UK and manufactured the 
equipment.  Arriving back in early April 2010, he has been working 
on installation since that time. 
 
RSVP:       Catherine Reading on 6234 2228  
  creading@engineersaustralia.org.au 
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NORTH WEST GROUP 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, 19 May 2010 
 

TIME :  6.00pm for 6.30pm Dinner 
 

PLACE: Gawler Room, Ulverstone Civic Centre 
 

ROWAN SHARMAN, OMIEAust 
 
Rowan Sharman is a Committee member of the North West Group and 
Manager, Engineering Services at Burnie City Council.  Rowan holds an 
Honours degree in Environmental Engineering and an Associate Diploma 
in Civil Engineering. 
 
Following a long career in consulting engineering where he journeyed 
from junior to design drafter to senior technical off icer to professional 
engineer, whilst undertaking a broad range of civil, structural, mechanical 
and environmental engineering projects, Rowan joined Burnie Council in 
2005 as a project engineer, then design engineer before taking up his 
current management role. 
 
“BURNIE’S WATERFRONT RENEWAL –  

BIG PAVING IN A BIG WET” 
 
During the winter of 2009, perhaps the wettest in 20 years, 5000 
m2 of granite pavers were laid in pedestrian and traffic areas for 
public space renewal on Burnie’s Waterfront.  The architectural 
concept called for 800 x 400 granite pavers to be laid on a 
concrete slab; however the outcome is 400 x 300 gran ite pavers 
laid on road base on sand bedding. 
 
At the concept design stage, anecdotal evidence suggested there 
was plenty of Australian experience and knowledge surrounding 
the selection, design and construction of granite pavers for 
medium to heavy traffic applications.  The reality was far short of 
that. 
 
This presentation is the story of the trials and tribulations Burnie 
Council faced and overcame during the design, selection, supply 
and laying of large format (flag) and small format (setts) granite 
pavers to achieve a high quality and aesthetically appealing 
outcome. 
 
The project broke new ground in Australia in terms of design 
application and construction methods and the story includes 
discussion regarding stone composition for an aggressive salt 
environment, paver testing and evaluation by CSIRO, construction 
trials on paver compaction methods and different adhesive mixes 
to bond paver setts to concrete for service station driveway loads.   
 
The complexity of engineering decision making, in the big wet, in 
unfamiliar design and construction territory during very tight 
timeframes encapsulates the focus of the presentation. 
   
MEAL:  $15 Members and partners and  
COST:  $20 Non Members.   
Attendance for the presentation only is free of charge at 7.15 
  
 RSVP:       Vere Cooper on 6498 7920 by 14 May or 
  vere.cooper@cmwater.com.au 
 

THIS MEETING WARRANTS 1.5HRS CPD 

       
 
 

SITE VISIT 
 

EAST TAMAR HIGHWAY 
– DILSTON BYPASS 

 
 
DATE: Tuesday, 18 May 2010 
 
TIME:   4.00pm 
 
PLACE: Meet at the Dilston Site Office  
 
 
JOE LUTTRELL,  MIEAust CPEng 

Project Manager, Shaw Contracting 
 
The Project commissioned by DIER for $31M 
involves the construction of 9km of new highway 
bypassing the Dilston locality and the Coulson's 
Creek floodplain. The works include; 
  

· 1.9km of new dual carriageway 
· 7.5 km of 3 lane road incorporating a central 

wire rope safety barrier 
· A new four lane bridge at Barnards Creek and 

demolition of the existing bridge 
· Two reinforced concrete stock underpasses 
· Two buried corrugated metal stock underpass 

structures 
· Four buried corrugated metal arch structures at 

major stream crossings 
· a single buried corrugated metal arch concrete 

vehicle underpass 
 
Current construction activities on site include; 
 

· Bridge piling, crushing operation & earthworks 
· Construction of the Buried Corrugated Metal 

Structures (BCMS's) 
 

Safety Vest, Hardhat  
and Boots Required 

 
RSVP by Friday, 14 May 2010 by email to Catherine 
Reading at  creading@engineersaustralia.org.au   

 
 

THIS SITE VISIT WARRANTS 1.5HRS CPD  
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CALENDAR 2010 

MAY 
 
Monday 10 - Young Professionals Network - QUIZ NIGHT  
- 6.00 for 6.30pm - New Sydney Hotel, 87 Bathurst Street, 
Hobart - $10 per person - RSVP to Catherine Reading on 6234 
2228 or creading@engineersaustralia.org.au  (Refer to page 
12) 
 
Wednesday 12 - ALAN BURN MEMORIAL LECTURE - 
LAUNCESTON - Future Challenges in Traffic Management 
and Safety  - Emeritus Professor  Rod Troutbeck - Tamar 
Yacht Club, Park Street, Launceston - 5.30 for 6.00pm - RSVP 
t o Cat h er in e Read in g o n 62 34 22 2 8 o r 
creading@engineersaustralia.org.au (Refer to page 3) 
 
Thursday 13 - ALAN BURN MEMORIAL LECTURE - 
HOBART - - Future Challenges in Traffic Management and 
Safety  - Emeritus Professor  Rod Troutbeck - Centenary 
Lecture Theatre, University of Tasmania, Sandy Bay  - 5.30 for 
6.00pm - RSVP to Catherine Reading on 6234 2228 or 
creading@engineersaustralia.org.au  (Refer to page 3) 
 
Tuesday 18 - Electrical - Case Studies into High Voltage 
Earthing - Andrew Hill (Hydro Tasmania Consulting) - 5.30 for 
6.00pm - Royal Engineers Building, 2 Davey Street, Hobart - 
RSVP to Catherine Reading on 6234 2228 or 
creading@engineersaustralia.org.au  (Refer to page 13) 
 
Tuesday 18 - SITE VISIT - DILSTON BYPASS - Tour 
Guide will be Joe Luttrell (Shaw Contracting) - Commencing 
at 4.00pm - Meet at the Dilston Site Office - Attendees must 
bring their own safety boots, high vis vests and hard hats - 
RSVP to Catherine Reading on 6234 2228 or 
creading@engineersaustralia.org.au  (Refer to page 14) 
 
Wednesday 19 - North West Group - Burnie’s Waterfront 
Renewal, Big Paving in a Big Wet - Rowan Sharman (Burnie 
City Council) - 6.00 for 6.30pm - Ulverstone Civic Centre - 
RS VP  t o  Ver e  Co o p er  6 4 9 8  7 9 2 0  o r 
vere.cooper@cmwater.com.au   (Refer to page 14) 
 
Tuesday 25 - 2010 TASMANIAN INFRASTRUCTURE 
REPORT CARD LAUNCH - 12.15 for 12.30pm - Hobart 
Function Centre, One Elizabeth Street Pier - $50.00 per person 
(2 course lunch) - RSVP by Tuesday, 18 May  to Catherine 
Reading on 6234 2228 or creading@engineersaustralia.org.au  
(Refer to page 5) 
 
Tuesday 25 & Wednesday 26 - EEA SHORT COURSE - 
Project Management Practice Course - Module 1 - Project 
Management Fundamentals - 8.30am to 5.00pm each day - 
Salamanca Inn - HOBART - $770 (EA Members) - $990.00 
(Non Members) - Download registration form at 
www.engineersaustralia.org.au/tasevents (Refer to page 15)  
 

For up to date information on these and other events, 
please visit www.engineersaustralia.org.au/tasevents 

Hobart Northern Suburbs Rail Action Group Inc.  
 
The Hobart Northern Suburbs Rail Action Group Inc was 
formed to facilitate the establishment of the Hobart  
Northern Suburbs Passenger Rail Service and the 
preservation of the rail corridor between Hobart and 
Brighton for rail services. 
 

The Group is committed to a sustainable future for Hobart 
by: 
 

· Improving and integrating public transport; 

· Facilitating transit oriented and economic development 
for the Northern Suburbs; 

· Maintaining freight rail access to Hobart port and 
Risdon; 

· Maintaining heritage/tourist rail access to the capital; 

· Enhancing access to the “Inter-City Cycleway”; and 

· Promoting and preserving Hobart’s most under-utilised 
and under-valued transport infrastructure asset. 

 

Free bumper stickers and group membership forms are 
available from Catherine at the Royal Engineers Building,  
2 Davey Street, Hobart. 
 

Please contact Ben Johnston at bj_tas@hotmail.com  
for further information . 


