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Engineering a global life support system

Global warming and its impact on climate change has brought to the forefront the reliance on engineers to develop the technological options to stabilise and then reverse greenhouse gas emissions worldwide.

Speaking ahead of the meeting on Global Challenges at the 12th APEC Women Leader’s Network in Port Douglas today, Dr Marlene Kanga of Engineers Australia’s National Committee for Women in Engineering said, “The infrastructure that supports our daily activities at home, in the workplace or transports us or goods we want, is underpinned by engineering.

“How engineers, governments and industry deliver the infrastructure and technology for climate change is at the core of how we will continue to support life on earth. 

“The role of engineers is to lead with innovative options for more sustainable, eco-efficient and less polluting outcomes that deliver economic development worldwide. 

“Engineers are the only professional group that can actually make the necessary changes to address climate change. 

“Engineers understand the technical issues and have the requisite skills and experience necessary to develop and implement long-term, sustainable low-carbon, resource and energy efficient technologies in a wide range of industries.

“I also believe that developing the agenda to deliver solutions for global warming is not a matter of gender, however, women engineers are well-placed to be change agents across our professional and personal networks, as consumers and within our families and as technologists who can implement the solutions required,” Dr Kanga said.
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