
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr ROD McGEE, ESM FIEAust CPEng 
13 December 1954 to 1 February 2002 
 
Rod McGee was born on 13 December 1954 and spent his early life 
in the Lenah Valley area, with early schooling at Haig Street 
Kindergarten and Lenah Valley Primary School.  He was successful 
in scholarship examinations for the Friends' School, perhaps to the 
early chagrin but certainly to the financial detriment of his parents, 

and started high school there in 1967.  Rod completed his secondary schooling at Friends', 
winning some additional scholarships to aid with payment of fees as well as some academic 
awards including the Palman Qui honour board for Dux of School in his final year.  
Photography was an important interest at school with Rod taking many pictures for the school 
newspaper 'Focus' and magazine 'Echoes'.  His final year academic results enabled him to 
choose between a Commonwealth tertiary scholarship and a Department of Public Works 
cadetship.  They also saw him awarded the Richard Dry University Exhibition for Statewide 
mathematics results. 
 
Rod accepted the Public Works Department cadetship, and thus commenced his career in civil 
engineering.  He graduated from the University of Tasmania in March 1977 with a Bachelor 
of Civil Engineering with Honours degree and commenced work in the Department's 
Launceston offices on road and bridge construction projects.  Over the next two to three years, 
he worked in most of the engineering related sections of the Department, gaining valuable 
experience to complement his university studies and vacation employment that would assist 
him with his career of about 25 years in public roles associated with the State's roads and 
bridges. 
 
It was during these early years that Rod's passion for bridges developed and his position in the 
Bridge Design Section essentially through the 1990's provided a wealth of exposure to 
dedicated and talented bridge engineers and drafting officers for Rod to develop his skills in 
bridge design.  Rod was involved in many designs, that included the new Scamander River 
Bridge and the Bradshaw Bridge over the King River.  He also designed many smaller and 
perhaps less glamorous structures that nevertheless play a vital role in providing the State's 
transport links. 
 
In 1990, Rod was fortunate enough to be provided with an opportunity to move into the 
emerging field of road and bridge asset management.  While those opportunities were not 
immediately apparent, they nevertheless provided the starting point for many of his 
accomplishments.  As an emerging field, Rod was able to develop and implement many of the 
systems that he saw as essential for effective management of the State's significant and 
substantial bridge asset and he was thus able to, for example, establish a Statewide bridge 
inspection and maintenance program that was not focused on the major bridges such as the 
Tasman Bridge, Bowen Bridge, Bridgewater Bridge and Batman Bridge, notable as they are.  
He was also able to progress conservation planning and works on the State's, and indeed some 
of the more important national heritage bridges, including those at Richmond, Ross and 
Campbell Town. 
 



In 1987 and 1988, Rod undertook additional studies through the former Tasmanian State 
Institute of Technology to assist his career, resulting in him being awarded a Graduate Diploma 
of Business and Professional Management. 
 
The flooding of the former Princess River Bridge in 1991 by the King River Power 
Development provided an opportunity that Rod seized to enhance the knowledge of the 
performance of the Department's reinforced concrete T-beam bridges by undertaking an 
extensive test program.  This was also a starting point for future studies and association with 
the University of Tasmania and Dr Allan Beasley as he reported the results of the research in a 
thesis leading to the award of Rod's Master of Engineering degree. 
 
In more recent times, Rod's work broadened to encompass all aspects of the management of 
roads and bridges with key objectives being the achievement of appropriate levels of 
sustainable funding for the roadworks and determining a reasonable balance in the 
apportionment of available funding.  Rod's illness caused him some frustration in being able to 
progress towards these goals at the rate at which he would have desired. 
 
While the nature of Rod's work broadened, he was able to maintain a strong involvement in 
bridge related matters through his work with AUSTROADS and professional organisations. 
 
In AUSTROADS, Rod managed concrete durability related projects for a number of years.  
Publications include a position paper, a concrete durability strategy and a series of reports by 
ARRB Transport Research.  He recently managed a project on bridge network performance 
models and was awarded in 2001 an AUSTROADS Achievement Award for his work as 
project manager for the 'AUSTROADS Guide to Heritage Bridge Management'.  He has been 
the department's representative on the Austroads Structures Technology Advance Group since 
1998.  Rod has also been a member of the Australian Paint Approval Scheme and the Standards 
Australia Committee preparing the document on Cathodic Protection of concrete structures. 
 
Rod was privileged to work internationally with Federation Internationale de la Precontrainte 
(fip) Commission 10 under the chairmanship of Leif Hartoft of the Danish Road and after its 
merger with Comite European du Beton, Federation Internationale du Beton (fib) Commission 
5 Structural Service Life Aspects with Dr Steen of COWI Consulting Engineers of Denmark. 
 
Rod had a long involvement with both the Institution of Engineers, Australia and the Concrete 
Institute of Australia.  He served as a Branch Committee member of the Institution since the 
1980's, including a period as Civil Branch Chairman.  At the time of his death he was a Fellow 
of the IEAust.  Similarly, Rod served for many years on the Tasmanian Branch of the Concrete 
Institute as well as being a Federal Councillor in the early 1990's.  He represented the 
Tasmanian Branch with other Australian organisations that prepared national guidelines on 
minimising the risk of alkali aggregate reactivity in concrete. 
 
Rod was able to publish more than 20 technical papers during his career on a diverse range of 
topics including concrete durability, bridge heritage, bridge structural aspects and emergency 
management.  Many of the papers were co-authored, providing opportunities for him to draw 
on knowledge of others with more experience while assisting others in their own professional 
development.  An abstract for another paper to be presented to the International Association 
for Bridge and Structural Engineering to be held in Melbourne in September 2002 with 
graduate engineer Chris Tummon was accepted in late 2001. 
 
Rod saw conferences as a vital part of his own professional development, blending 
dissemination of knowledge with the development and maintenance of professional networks.  
Presenting a paper to him was an important element of attending a conference.  He was chairing 



the planning committee for the 5th Austroads Bridge Conference to be held in Hobart May 2004 
at the time of his death. 
 
Rod's involvement in the management of the State's bridges and his role in organisations such 
as Austroads and the Concrete Institute of Australia stimulated his interest in the durability of 
concrete that has been mentioned previously.  Addressing the issue emerged as a particular 
passion because of Rod's perceived need for an integrated approach that would need some 
fundamental changes to contemporary engineering practices.  His Doctor of Philosophy 
provided a means by which the opportunities provided by his work in the Tasmanian 
Government would be consolidated to provide a strong and arguable case for the fundamental 
changes required.  Highlights of the research included the publication of two papers at 
international conferences in Sydney and Paris on the work, and the associated visits to Paris, 
Denmark and the United Kingdom in September 2000.  The pinnacle of the award was its 
conferring at an individual ceremony at the Gibson Unit on 30 November 2001.  Rod was 
deeply humbled by the efforts that were to make such a special ceremony happen in a matter 
of just a few days after a rapid decline in his health. 
 
Rod is survived by his wife Margie, daughter Heather and son, Andrew. 
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